Utah State University

DigitalCommons@USU
The Utah Statesman

Students

1-16-2018

The Utah Statesman, January 16, 2018
Utah State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers

Recommended Citation
Utah State University, "The Utah Statesman, January 16, 2018" (2018). The Utah Statesman. 474.
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers/474

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by
the Students at DigitalCommons@USU. It has been
accepted for inclusion in The Utah Statesman by an
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For
more information, please contact
digitalcommons@usu.edu.

Week of January 16, 2018
www.usustatesman.com
(435) 797-1742
TSC Room 118
Free single copy
NEWS | Soda Scholarships?
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STUDENT LIFE | Resolutions

Money from Pepsi contract gives scholarships to undergrad students.

The Aggies start the new season where
they left off last year, dominating a
home double-header this weekend.

Working to stay healthy this year? Here
are some ideas to turn goals into healthy
habits.

see PAGE 2

see PAGE 4

see PAGE 3

Show me the money (maybe)

Athletics, IT department asks for student fee increase; student media seeks updated classification
basketball and $7,500 for other student events,

By Alyssa Roberts
NEWS SENIOR WRITER

like The Howl).

The start of Utah State University’s Spring

semester brought with it new classes, new

schedules, a perhaps surprising lack of snow —

The remainder of the $297,000 — amount-

ing to about $85,000 — would be used for

“athletics operations uses,” which Hartwell said

include money to “help us stay level” with the

respectful of you all as individual consumers,”

to out-of-state games.

for a fee increase, but at the same time, we

rising costs of hotel rooms and transportation

“There are so many groups who utilize student

fees and we are very respectful of that and also

and the annual meeting of the USU Student Fee

overall college experience and ask that you give
this serious consideration.”

favor of the proposal or described themselves

The board meets yearly to hear requests from

as “neutral, leaning ‘no.’”

different student-funded organizations on

Nathan Anderson, a student-at-large who

campus

also served on the board and heard Hartwell’s

for a student-approved increase in their bud-

proposal last year, said he thought this year’s

gets.

proposal was “basically the same as last year,

On the table was an $8 student fee increase

and we opted not to give it to them.”

for the university’s athletics department and a

Other board members expressed concern that

$3.11 increase for the information technology

the athletics department had failed to demon-

department.

strate a need for the technology they sought

This is the third year in a row John Hartwell,

through the proposed increase.

the vice president and director of athletics at

“I’ve never heard anyone say, ‘I wish I could

USU, asked the board for an increase to the

have a ticket on my phone,’” said organizations

$135.14* athletics student fee. Two previous

and campus diversity vice president Chelsea

increase requests — one for $10 in 2016 and

Yoshikawa.

another for $7 in 2017 — were denied.

Some members, Yoshikawa included, hinted

The proposed $8 increase would net the

they might approve an increase if it were put

department an additional $297,000 per year,

toward something else.

money Hartwell said would be used to fund

“Do I think athletics could use more money?

two new programs: Spectra, which would allow

Yes. But for a ticketing system, not so much,”

e-ticketing for athletics and other events; and

she said. “I would personally rather see money

Fanmaker, an application intended to help

go to the teams, to develop them.”

incentivize student attendance at games.

College of Engineering Senator Erik Olson said

Spectra, Fanmaker and related hardware

he “love(d)” that $85,000 would be used for

account for $35,000 of the requested $297,000.

student promotions.

A larger portion of the money would be used

“I’m OK with money going back to students,”

to cover a $1 ticket claim fee charged by the

he said.

Spectra system.

Others pointed out what they thought were

Hartwell estimated covering the $1 fee for

($37,500 for football tickets, $60,000 for

really feel like athletics are a vibrant part of the

Most board members said they were not in

Board.

every student ticket would cost $105,000

Hartwell said, “so we don’t take lightly asking

PHOTO BY Tim Carpenter
Eric Hawley, CIO of information technology for Utah State University, presents his request for a $3.11 student fee increase to the USU
student fee board on Wednesday.

different issues, like the $20,000 of ongoing

see “Student Fees” PAGE 5

Aggies cruise in blowout home win
By Sean Coghlan
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Snapping a three-game losing streak, the

Utah State women’s basketball team crushed
the Nevada Wolfpack 79-57. Sophomore
guard Olivia West would lead all scorers

with 16 while sophomore forward Shannon
Dufficy was a single rebound away from a
double-double.

Head coach Jerry Finkbeiner said West has

been nicknamed ‘Green Light Olivia’ in hopes
of sparking her offense.

“I’ve kind of been in a slump the last couple

of games,” West said.

“My goal was to shut down their guard and

hoped it would turn into offense.”

The Aggies started the game moving fever-

ishly up and down the court, forcing seven

Wolfpack turnovers and holding Nevada to a
scoring drought for more than four minutes.

Sophomore guard Victoria Price would spark

an Aggie 10-2 run in the first with nine points
coming off the bench.

Nevada would continue their with poor

shooting into the second quarter, where they
notched their second 1-for-10 streak of the

game. Throughout the first half, Utah State

held Nevada to just 24 percent from the field
as the Aggies outscored the Wolfpack 33-21
going into halftime.

Feeling a sense of urgency in the third quar-

ter, the Wolfpack would use a full-court press
defense to try and force an Aggie turnover.

The Aggies consistently beat this defense with
see “Women’s Basketball” PAGE 5

PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
A first quarter 10-2 run gave the Aggies the momentum in an eventual 22-point victory. Sophomore guard Olivia West broke out of a recent slump, scoring 16 points.
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SODA AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Pepsi provides funding for first and second-year students
By Bobbee Russell
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Utah State University’s contract with Pepsi

H

is ten and a half years old, and in that time

Pepsi has done more than dominate the drink

choice on campus. Pepsi funds the Aggie Smart
Start Scholarship, which is open to incoming

freshmen and second-year students who reside
in central campus housing.

“The concept of Pepsi giving the university

money, we [Dining Services] give to students,

students eat in our dining halls and drink Pepsi.
That’s one of the really nice things about this
contract,” said Alan Andersen, USU dining
services executive director.

The scholarship assists students in paying for

their meal plan.

“People sometimes put down meal plans. For

a freshman, it’s part of the Residential Life Pro-

gram,” Andersen said. “They are able to build a

community within the dining halls to help them
be able to afford that type of atmosphere, it’s
really a good thing,” Andersen said.

Andersen said Pepsi gives USU $50,000 each

year for the Smart Start Scholarship and an-

other $4,000 for Resident Life activities or USU
Student Association events.

100 students are selected for the freshmen

scholarship every semester. Sofia Rodriguez

Walter, Aggie Smart Start Scholarship coordi-

nator, said the majority of the students are in it
for the academic year.

PHOTO BY Rilee Scoresby
The Aggie Smart Start Scholarship, open to first and second-year students who live in on-campus housing, is funded by Pepsi.

“It’s a great program that helps them navigate

the first challenging year,” Walter said.

The scholarship consists of ten academic peer

mentors, eight assigned over the freshmen program and two over the second-year program.

Each mentor is a USU undergraduate student
who has at least one semester in college ex-

perience. They are each assigned over cohort
group. Students who receive the scholarship
are required to meet with their mentor and

attend scholarship-wide events such as the end
of year banquet.

Walter said that the peer mentors are trained

to recognize common problems incoming students have such as mental illness and homesickness.

“We are aware that for students to be able to

succeed academically, they need to have all other aspects of their lives balanced,” Walter said.
Walter said a new addition for the scholars is

the incorporation of work by Stephen Covey,

dents in the scholarship program.

students received one credit for taking the

$150 and one credit for taking the exclusive

on Covey’s book, “Seven Habits of Highly

Pepsi contributes $250 per semester to sec-

founder of the FranklinCovey Co. In the fall,

tions many second-year students didn’t know

Freshmen students in the program receive

they had.

The symposium series includes speakers who

USU 2160 class.

touch on a wide array of topics from resume

Effective People.” The course is only offered to

ond-year students who reside in central campus

ond-year students also meet with an assigned

March, the students will participate in another

scholarship program.

course USU 2160, which is a training based

those in the scholarship program. Starting in

FranklinCovey Co. program, “The Five Choices

to Extraordinary Productivity,” also for one USU
credit.

Walter said these courses are beneficial be-

cause, “students are able to take those values

and participate in the Second-Year Experience

“We know that second-year students have very

building to financial aid information. Sec-

academic peer mentor, as part of a requirement
for the participation in the program.

Milligan said in the future she is hoping to

specific needs compared to first year and older

formally extend the program to the Living

of USU Housing and Residence Life.

dence hall.

students,” said Whitney Milligan, the director
Milligan said that the second-year is when

Learning Community, another on-campus resi“That second-year is really critical. This pro-

and apply them to their life.”

students are the most likely to drop out because

gram is designed to help provide support for

makes Covey’s material a helpful reference for

second-year scholars are required to attend a

unique position,” Mulligan said.

“Helping students with specific problems

mentors,” Walter said. The peer mentors are

trained facilitators for the classes and are the
ones who facilitate the class weekly for stu-

they are receiving significantly less help. The

monthly symposium series. The theme for the

symposium is “you don’t know what you don’t

know,” and it aims to provide answers to ques-

second-year students because they are in that

— b96russell@gmail.com
@bjr24601

Shiver me timbers!

New signs pirates liked booty — and books
the words "south" and "fathom" were in the text,

By Martha Waggoner
ASSOCIATED PRESS

suggesting a maritime or navigational book. But
one word, Hilo, stood out because it was both

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Dead men tell no tales,

but there's new evidence that somebody aboard
the pirate Blackbeard's flagship harbored books
among the booty.

In an unusual find, researchers have discovered
shreds of paper bearing legible printing that

somehow survived three centuries underwater

on the sunken vessel. And after more than a year
of research that ranged as far as Scotland, they

managed to identify them as fragments of a book
about nautical voyages published in the early
1700s.

Anne's Revenge found the 16 fragments of paper
wedged inside the chamber for a breech-loading

cannon, with the largest piece being the size of a

S. E. Needham quality at internet pricing,
with 12 month interest free financing!

also a conservator at the lab.

They turned to Johanna Green, a specialist in
the history of printed text at the University of
Glasgow, who pointed them to the Spanish

settlement of Ilo — or Hilo — on the coast of

Peru. The fragments eventually were determined

EDINBU

to be from a 1712 first edition of a book by Capt.

Edward Cooke titled "A Voyage to the South Seas,
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STUDENT LIFE

Healthy habits for a new year
By Hannah Joyce
STUDENT LIFE WRITER

The beginning of new

year is the time for setting personal goals.
One common goal

many set is to live

a healthier lifestyle.

However, many find developing healthy habits
a difficult process due

to not knowing where

to start, a lack of time,
or having unrealistic
expectations.

A healthy lifestyle can

be broken down into
four different areas.
These are exercise,

sleep, food and study.

Here some some ideas
on how to incorporate

PHOTO by Autumn Dunda
Not knowing where to start, haivng a busy schedule, or having unrealistic expectations often get in the way of developing habits for a healthier lifestyle.

healthier choices in daily

life and start this year off

Sleep

feeling good.

According to the National Sleep Foundation,

cook them in the microwave or the stove. If you

seven to nine hours a night. To achieve this it is

your plate with fruits and vegetables.” Knowles

a optimal amount of sleep for young adults is

Exercise

Many Utah State University students want to

exercise more at the beginning of the new year,
but often let that resolution fall to the side as

classes and life get in the way. To make it stick,

“Have frozen vegetables on hand. You can

important to stick to a sleep schedule. Having a

set routine will let the body know that it is time
for bed.

For students who have trouble sleeping, one

have a meal plan, make sure you fill up half
said.

Study

Studying is a activity that takes up most of

exercise needs to become a habit.

method to sleep easier is to eliminate daytime

a college students time. So make those study

Aggie Recreation Center suggested beginners

activity to do before bed. Read a book, listen to

spreading out the workload.

Marisa Christensen, a personal trainer at the

should “make a goal to come to the gym or

physical activity two to three times a week.

That’s a good baseline and good place to start.”
The Arc and Fieldhouse are full of machines

and weights for cardio and strength training.
They also offer many intramural sports and
outdoor programs.

“There is racquetball, pickleball, futsal, bas-

ketball and much more that we offer here. It’s
a fun way to be active and be with friends,”
Christensen said.

naps. Another method is to find a relaxing

a podcast or write in a journal will help wind
down and sleep better.

hours count. Effective studying habits include
Instead of cramming everything into one hour,

break it up. This will allow more information
to stick. Another way to retain information is

Food

As the old saying goes, people are what they

eat. Choosing fruits and vegetables over pro-

cessed foods will increase energy and overall
improve mood.

Melissa Knowles, a dietetics major at USU

uses her instagram @nutrionistmelissa to pro-

talking it out. Explain a subject to someone else
which will help increase understanding of the
material.

— shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu
@shelbsterblack

mote a healthy lifestyle and share food ideas.

A major key to stay on track fitness goals is

to find an enjoyable activity and keep doing it.
The gym is a place for positivity and self im-

provement so don’t be afraid to take that first
step and just go.

“For healthy eating don’t restrict yourself,” she

said. “Try to incorporate more fruits and vegetables into the diet you already have.”

While many students currently live away from

home and may not always have access to a full
kitchen, there are still ways to eat healthy.

EDINBURGH
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he Best

PHOTO from Autumn Dunda

ApartmentsThe ARC and Fieldhouse are full• of cardio
Living
Room
machines
and weights. The also offer intramural sports and outdoor programs

om and Bathroom

• No Parking Hassles

EDINBURGH & HIGHLANDER Best of the Best

ookcase in each Bedroom

ed

• Air Conditioning
• Wireless Internet

I G•HSingle
L A Student
NDER

ch Apartment

en Facilities

• TV, DVD
Apartments

• Across the Street from Campus
• Private Bedroom and Bathroom
• Living Room
• Desk,CALL
Bed &
Bookcase in each
FORMATION
DENNIS
• No Parking Hassles
Bedroom
• Air Conditioning
• for
Fully
cations
NextFurnished
School Year and Summer
• Wireless Internet
• Laundry in each Apartment
• TV, DVD

NIS

PHOTO from Autumn Dunda
Choosing fruits and vegetables over proccessed and sugary foods will help increase energy and improve overall mood.
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SPORTS

Right back at it:
By Jason Walker
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Picking up right where they left off last sea-

son, Utah State’s Men’s Tennis team dominated
a double header against SUU and Idaho State
to open the 2018 season.

In 11 singles matches and five one-set doubles

contests, the Aggies dropped just one set to
their opponents – a 4-6 setback in doubles

against Idaho State – en route to winning all
14 possible points on the day (seven in each

match). The win gives Utah State a 2-0 start
the season.

"It was a good start for us today,” said head

coach James Wilson. “The guys did a really

good job of competing hard and just taking

care of business. They did a really good job and
had a really good start."

The Aggies had four freshmen play matches

in both games. Each hail from outside U.S.

borders and all went 2-0 on the day. Columbian
international Jose Carvajal won his first match
6-1, 6-4 and dropped just two games in his

second 6-2, 6-0 against ISU. Swedish product

Valdemar Holm went 6-1, 6-2 against SUU and
6-4, 6-1 against the Bengals. Addy Vashistha of
India lost just seven games across his four sets,

going 6-1, 6-3 in his first match and 6-2, 6-1 in
his second.

The fourth freshman, Argentine Felipe Acosta,

won his inaugural match in thrilling fashion.
His was the last of the SUU slate of matches

and after taking the first set 7-5, he fell behind
in the second set 1-4. Instead of waiting it out

and playing for the third set, Acosta went for it
all and came back to win 7-6 via a tiebreaker.

USU men’s tennis dominates
SUU, ISU in season opener

Acosta won his second match of the day with

much less effort, losing just two games in a 6-1,
6-1 win.

“I have to fight for every point,” Acosta said

following his win against SUU. "It felt so good.
I'm really happy. This is my first win of the
season, so I have to keep working."

"I was a little bit nervous since it was my

first match for Utah State,” Holm said of his

first game as an Aggie. “We got off to a good
start and that helped a lot. After we won the

doubles point, we had a good energy as a team.
Everyone was fired up, vocal and stuff like

that which helped us a lot. When we got to the
singles, I had a break in the first game which

also helped me relax even more. After that, it

just rolled on and everyone did good on their

courts. As a team, we had a good effort to win
this match."

Wilson was pleased with the play of his new-

comers.

"It was nice,” Wilson said. “They played with

a lot of passion, they were really excited and

didn't let their nerves get the best of them, so
that was good. They handled all the big moments well, and that was nice."

Both seniors on the team, Andrew Nakajima

and Jaime Barajas, sat out singles matches (Nakajima played in a 6-4 doubles match win that
sealed the doubles point against ISU).

Sophomore Sergiu Bucur won his lone singles

match 6-3, 6-2. And junior Samuel Serrano,

who led off both slates of singles matches, won
his two contests 6-3, 6-1 and 6-3, 6-4.

The Aggies’ next showdown will be against

the University of Utah Jan. 21 at 12 p.m.

PHOTO BY Iain Laurence
The Aggies dropped just one set in a dominant double-header performance on Saturday in Logan. The next match for Utah State will be
against the University of Utah on Sunday.

Gymnastics begins season with road loss
By Lauren Lomeli
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

The Utah State women's gymnastics team

started their season with a loss against Bowling
Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio.
This is the first meet for USU under new head
coach Amy Smith, and even though Bowling
Green took first, the Aggies put on a show.
The final score of the meet was 194.825-

192.975. A USU gymnast either won or tied for
first in every category during the meet.

While Bowling Green took first at the meet

and in every category but one, the Aggies did

place first in a majority of the rotations. Soph-

omore Jazmyn Estrella placed first with a score

of 9.800 on the uneven bars, with freshman Autumn Deharde taking the top score on the beam
with a 9.875. Junior Madison Ward landed first
on the floor and tied for the top score on the

vault routine. Ward earned a 9.875 on the floor
and a score of 9.850 on the vault. Freshman

Leighton Varnadore also snatched up the top

all-around gymnast score for the meet with a
total score of 38.475.

Next week the Aggies will take on San Jose

State and Sacramento State in their first home
meet of the season. The meet will be at The
Spectrum at 7 p.m. on Friday.

PHOTO BY Emily Briones
The Aggies lost the opening meet of the season, but had a number of impressive individual performances. The women will return to action
in the Spectrum on Friday at 7 p.m.
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“Student Fees” FROM PAGE 1
fees budgeted for a one-time hardware pur-

chase associated with the Fanmaker application.

Other board members said they found “athlet-

ics operations uses” too vague a description to
merit an additional $72,000 in budget.

A few, however, argued that perhaps the board

should try to recognize the value of fees to

other people and to the university as a whole,

and pointed out that technology only gets more
expensive as time goes on.

“If not now, when?” asked College of Agri-

culture and Applied Sciences Senator Heather
Lieber.

USU Student Association President Michael

Scott Peters compared Spectra and Fanmaker to
innovations like cars and the iPhone.

“There are a lot of things that we don’t know

we need until we have them and appreciate
them,” he said.

Board members expressed fewer concerns

about the IT Computer Labs’ proposed $3.11
fee increase.

If approved, money from the increase would

be put toward the inflationary costs of software
licensing (about $25,561), as well as purchasing cloud-based malware protection (36,013)
and a move to “push Banner out to use the

cloud instead of hosting it on local hardware

($36,390),” said Eric Hawley, the assistant vice
president and CIO of Information Technology

PHOTO BY Tim Carpenter
John Hartwell, USU’s vice president and director of athletics, speaks to the fee board on Wednesday. The athletics department is asking for an $8 increase.

at USU.

Though the fee board appeared largely in

favor of the proposed increase, some members
expressed concern that the money would be

coming from an increase in student fees, rather
than Tier II tuition.

Hawley said if the board were to deny the re-

quest, he thought he could get the money from
another source within the university, but that

the fee increase had been proposed as part of “a
change that we have been asked to make.”
For the last 8 years, money for software

licensing and other IT needs came from Tier II
tuition and increases to the faculty equivalent
of student fees, Hawley said.

“This year, President Cockett has asked us to

come to the students and to ask you to take

part in participating in the software increases

student funds Hawley said would be used to

what we’re doing,” by allowing students in all

support an anticipated 2 percent salary increase
for all employees of Utah’s state-funded higher
education institutions — including IT employ-

ees. This increase has yet to be approved by the
Utah Legislature.

USU Student Media asked the board not for a

fee increase, but for a reclassification of its fee
to combine both its departments — the Utah

speed as a trio of Price with Olivia and Eliza

even more unusual than their existence aboard

“I have a lot of confidence in Victoria and

The chamber in which they were found was a

dling the ball, getting that spread offense and
then they’re on their heels.”

Nevada would continue this strategy and it

would allow room for the Aggies to run. Utah
State would out-score Nevada on the fast

break 16-4 and in points in the paint (38 to
24).

Utah State did not miss a single free throw

in the game – because they took zero.

“Hey, we were perfect from the line!” joked

Finkbeiner.

“It’s kind of frustrating,” said Price. “But if

we spend the time just hanging our heads

we’re going to give up stuff on offense for
them. We have to push through it and get
back, D up.”

The Aggies are now 2-4 in Mountain West

play and they will go on to host Boise State

Wednesday at 7 p.m., then head north to visit
Wyoming.

@seanburgandy

Nate Laursen, the student media program

coordinator, said he thought the reclassification

One point of concern was the $17,026 in

“Literate Pirates” FROM PAGE 2

Eliza and Olivia,” Finkbeiner said, “of han-

student media fee.

that benefit all of campus,” Hawley said.

“Women’s Basketball” FROM PAGE 1
West blazing past the half-court line.

Statesman and Aggie Radio — into one fee: the

would “increase revenue and the quality of

of student media’s programs to benefit from
student fees, not just The Statesman.

One concern about reclassifying the fee,

Laursen acknowledged, was that it might lead
student media to request a fee increase in the
coming years.

“I can’t predict the future,” Laursen said. “I’m

look at our past and see that we only come for
student fees as a last resort.”

An unofficial vote conducted later in the meet-

ing revealed a majority of the fee board was in
favor of the proposed reclassification.

The board will meet again in two weeks.
— ac.roberts95@gmail.com
@alyssarbrts

*This amount and others used reflect the cost

for a student taking 12-18 credits.

not saying we won’t, but I’m saying you can

the pirate vessel.

separate piece of a breech-loading swivel gun that
was likely kept on the top deck because it was

used as an anti-personnel weapon, Farrell said.

Conservators don't have the cannon itself, which
likely was salvaged or stolen when the Queen

Anne's Revenge ran aground. In cannons of that

period, "wadding" material such as cloth or paper
would usually be stuffed behind a cannonball. So
it's also possible someone just tore up the book
without reading it to use it for firepower.

Conservators had removed a wooden plug from
the chamber so they could clean it when they

discovered the paper fragments stuffed in there,
along with pieces of fabric in May 2016, Farrell

said. That mass was removed easily enough, but
prying the fragments from the fabric was more
tedious and time-consuming, he said.

The combination of fabric and the plug likely

protected the paper, which normally would have
disintegrated in water, Farrell said.

But the ability to read doesn't change the evil

character of pirates, who ransacked, raped and
killed.

"The fact that they're literate doesn't mean they're
not terrible, marauding people," Farrell said. "It
just adds some nuance."

PHOTO BY North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources via AP
This undated photo made available by the North Carolina Department of Natural Resources shows a piece of paper from books found on
board Blackbeard’s ship the Queen Anne’s Revenge. To find paper in the 300-year-old shipwreck in warm waters is “almost unheard of,” said
Erik Farrell, a conservator at the QAR Conservation Lab in Greenville.
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OPINION

Letter to the editor:
Raising Trump
Raising President Trump is not a easy

truth to what Trump was saying, or appar-

I don’t think either we Americans, or the

either. But we can imagine, we have seen

chore. It’s like parenting a surly teenager.
world, signed up for this parenting work,

as we hoped that our president would have
come already equipped with the maturity,

temperament, intellect and common sense
that would be expected of an adult and a
American president, but so be it. We

elected him. We knew what we were

getting into, unfortunately, the rest of the
world didn’t. Well, maybe the Russians
did.

But we knew The Donald. We watched

him devolve over the years from a military
prep school boy, to a draft dodger, a

Manhattan tabloid socialite playboy, real
estate developer, philanderer ...and now
he’s President of the United States. Go

figure. We hoped he would grow into the

ently said. I wasn’t there. You weren’t

the pattern over the past year and years,

and The Donald is predictably unpredict-

able and relentless at it. As vulgar as the

word and terms were that President Trump

So, what do we do with him? Well, first

we can thank him. Thank him for bringing
us all together. Together discussing issues

at a level that we would never have unless

Trump stepped in, hair on fire, saying what
he thinks about issues we tend to take only

least he honestly doesn’t think he is.

Letters must be topic-oriented. They

are what they are. They are born that way

individuals. Any letter directed to a

A dog doesn’t know it’s a dog. They just

and never question it. I think it’s the same
with Trump. It’s in his DNA. He doesn’t

even think about it. He is what he is. Calls

more focused discussion. Sometimes that

means taking the gloves off and saying the
things we really feel and think. Getting it
all on the table. Which means people on

We know racists. They’re the ones

No anonymous letters will be pub-

will not replace us!” like they did in

and include a phone number or

carrying the nazi flags and chanting “Jews

lished. Writers must sign all letters

Charlottesville. I think Trump may just

email address, as well as a student

honestly be trying to solve an impossible

immigration problem for America. I mean,
if idiots were a race, I’d probably be

He may be a rogue, a scoundrel and

he rolls, you may not like him personally.

Letters representing groups — or

will say he’s a martyr. If he is a racist, he

have a singular representative clearly

You may even think he’s a monster. Some
may not even know it, just like he may not
think he is any or all the above ...which is
no excuse.

what he says, where and to whom he says
it. His hair says it all, really.

He’ll pay the price, but it won’t be our

displeasure at his behavior. He likes being

people from El Salvador come from was

the spotlight, and he self-admittedly “likes

totally back room talk, talk among guys
smoking big cigars, drinking whiskey,

playing cards. The quintessential smoke-

filled room. It was probably not smart to

use the term or express the sentiment in an
official meeting in a room with senators
from both parties. No reasonable adult
would do this. Making disparaging,

a bad boy, he likes being on the spot and in

Self-discipline and self monitoring,

self-censorship, is the hallmark of an adult,
and is required of a United States president. Period. So, bad on him.

It doesn’t matter that there was a certain

exceptions.

even though he insists he is not a racist.

Give this some thought, turn off the televi-

sion for a minute, and interpret for yourself.

Just as in parenting a difficult teenager,

Donald, Our Donald, for giving us a new

president. We are all better than that.

submitting successive letters -- no

as interpreted are getting him in hot water

make a better life for themselves, to

immature and cruel of our American

Writers must wait 21 days before

Either way, however, his racist tendencies

we all become better people in the process.

survive in the world, is unconscionably

tion information.

the heat”. You can almost understand that.

expletive, remarks about people trying to
escape from these roguish countries, to

stated, with all necessary identifica-

like a surly teenager, he just doesn’t care

Trump apparently used recently to describe
the countries where Haitians, Africans and

more than one individual — must

So, Trump is either really stupid, really

the bottom of things ...to the truth.

Really, think about it. Take the race issue

is published).

Trump may be a jerk, a womanizer, a bully

calculating, or painfully honest. Or, just

and immigration, for example. The word

identification number (none of which

prejudice toward them, then I’d be a racist.

both sides of the issue will be offended.

Sometimes you have to do that to get to

not printed.

of other races, or who believes that a

shyster. An elitist. You may not like how

as the subject matter deserves better and

specific individual may be edited or

(Racist: a person who shows or feels

try so hard not to offend anyone in our best
sensitive social and political issues, where-

may not be directed toward any

‘em like he sees ‘em.

...he may have conspired with the Russians.

mannered offensive posture on important,

lar letters.

Here’s why. A cat doesn’t know it’s a cat.

so far until we become despairingly

politically correct toward a dead end. We

taste, redundancy or volume of simi-

they are, I am not sure he is a racist, or at

particular race is superior to another.)

row to hoe.

or rejected for reasons of good

And to be honest, even with all the facts as

A nutcase. He needs to see somebody.

teen to raise, our dirty laundry to air ...our

words. All letters may be shortened,

people, he insists that he is not a racist.

discrimination or prejudice against people

For better or worse, Donald Trump is our

Letters should be limited to 400

used to describe these countries and

job. It’s not happening, however, he’s

getting worse, revealing who he really is.

Letters to the editor

The Statesman editors reserve the
right to not print every letter to the
editor. But all letters will be published online.

So, in my opinion, we can thank The

reference point for the higher level of

continued dialogue on this and many other
important issues.

...every clown has a silver lining.
— John Kushma is a communication
consultant and lives in Logan, Utah.

Letters to the editor are contributions from individuals throughout the Cache Valley community. Opinions
expressed in letters to the editor are not endorsements by the Utah Statesman staff, but vehicles to promote
discussion and constructive thought. It is Statesman policy to print letters to the editor as they are written, so
long as they comply with basic journalistic standards of professionalism.

Letters can be hand-delivered or
mailed to The Statesman the TSC,
Room 118, or can be emailed to
statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu, or
click www.utahstatesman.com.
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FOR ADVERTISING CONTACT:
ADVERTISING@USUSTATESMAN.COM
435.797.1775

Connect
members of
the Aggie
community
and provide a
voice for all
through
impactful,
relevant and
diverse
multimedia
coverage.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive
GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-849-1593
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-360-4120
DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Foundation education, prevention, & support
programs. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION
1-855-507-2691

Building Materials
METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings.
Mill prices for sheeting coil are at a 4
year low. You get the savings. 17 Colors
prime material, cut to your exact length.
CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS.

Health and Wellness
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100%
Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. Comfort
Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you decide to
keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Express 1855-708-7910

Help Wanted
Class-A CDL Drivers to haul US Mail
out of Richfield, UT. Must be willing to
team. Full-time and part-time available.

Call 940-726-3276 or apply: www.alanritchey.com EOE M/W/V/D

Miscellaneous

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN and
recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER? You and your family may be
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH
AWARD. Call 1-888-737-1846 for your
risk free consultation.
DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE
Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/
month (24 months) Add High Speed
Internet - $14.95 (where avail.) CALL
Today & SAVE 25%! 1-866-360-6959
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE
75% PLUS get 4 more Burgers & 4
more Kielbasa FREE! Order The Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99.
Call 1-866-406-4429 mention code
51689GFF or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/cheer92
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Research
& Development pros and presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-877-649-5574 for
a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation.

Follow us on:
@UtahStatesman
/UtahStatesman
@UtahStatesman

Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and
connect live. Try it free. Call now: 800359-2796.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*
Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about
No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-888-919-4729

www.dental50plus.com/utah
*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK:
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C

MB16-NM001Gc
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CALENDAR | JANUARY 16 - JANUARY 22
AD
A DD
D YO
OUR
UR EVENT AT U S U S TAT E S M A N . C O M / E V E N T S

01/16 01/17 01/18 01/19 01/20 01/22
TUES.

WED.

THUR.

FRI.

SAT.

MON.

Leadership Luncheon
11:30am, $2.00
Logan Golf & Country
Club

Build Your Own Time
Machine
2:30pm, EBB 209

30th Annual Awards
Banquet 2018 - Sponsored by Conservice
6:00pm, $65.00
Riverwoods Conference
Center

Young Honda Ribbon
Cutting
4:00pm, Free
1855 N Main Street
Logan

A Princess Party
10:00am, $25.00
The Castle Manor 170 W
3900 N Hyde Park

Personal Branding
Mastery: Logan, UT
10:30am
Movement Mortgage 5
South Main Street Logan

Work in Progress Mural Project at USU
7:00am, Free
Hyrum Gibbons Mt.
Logan Park

Battle of The Bands
7:00pm, TSC Ballroom
USU Women’s Basketball vs Boise State
7:00pm @ The Spectrum

Carrie Mae Weems:
Communitas Lecture
Series
5:00pm
Caine College of the
Arts
Wild Women - Ladies’
Specialty clinic
Beaver Mountain

1.16.18

national
nothing day
The un-event of the year

USU Gymnastics vs
San Jose State w/Sacramento State
7:00pm @ The Spectrum

NEHMA Family Art
Day
11:00am
1400 E. 350 S. Logan
Resist Women’s March
2:30pm
Hyrum Gibbons Mt.
Logan Park
USU Men’s Basketball
vs Wyoming
7:00pm @ The Spectrum

Monday Movie:
Dunkirk
6:30pm
Logan Library

